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Something offered to the/Canfider gn 
of all thoſe who have a Ind m_pirtting - 
the late made Act,(entitutsdpz{#34% 


— 


to prevent and ſuppreſs Sedifmoms Con- 


Venticles) inexecution, 

For the ſake of ſuch who have any tenderneſs towar.!s the 
Innocent ; an{ alſo for the information of all others, who 
have had, ſhall or may have, a hand m putting in Execu- 
tion the ſaid A, 1 fhall offer ſomething to ſhew, whom 
and what Exerciſes of Religion are concerned in and by the | 
Jaid 4 ,and what not, According to the moſt true natural | 
genuine litteral ſenſe and meaning thereof ,and no otherwiſes 


Shall begin with the Title and Preamble of the ſaid AQt, and then 
come to the Body of it. 
This A& is entituled, eAn Att to prevent and ſuppreſs Seditions 
Conventicles, It ſeems, there Is, or may be, ſeveral ſorts of Con. 
venticles, as the word Conventicle doth import, Which is a conveening 
of ſeveral perſons together for ſome end and purpoſe or other, Now {| 
there may be a convening of perſons together for good ends, as there . | 
may be a convening of perſons together for evil ends. There may he a 
convening of perſons together honeſtly, and juſtifiably,upon a Religious 
account ; as there may be a convening of perſons together 1n order to 
the ſowing or ſpreading of Sedition : which latterzthis A,by the Title 
of it, ſeems to be made to prevent & ſupprels,as appears by joyning the 
explanatory word Seditious to Conventicle,viz, Aru Att to prevent & ſup= 
preſs | Sedirions Converticles,) And this doth further appear by comparing 
therewith the Preamble or Reaſon of the AR, which runs thus : For pro- 
viding therefore of further and more Speedy remedies againſt the growing and 
dangerous prattices of | Seditions Sectaries| and other diſloyal perſons, &c. 


Here the word | Seditrous] is. uſed again, and joyned to Settaries and 
A other 


(2) 
other diſloyal perſons. Now the word Seftary, as it is generally ac. 
cepted, doth import perſons of ſeveral opinions or practices in matters 
of Religion, differing from the eftabliſh:d Religion of Nations, and 

ſuch as for Conſcience-ſake cannor conform there- 
+ For toſuch al rhe unto. Theſe, as truly ſuch, + ſeem not to be the 
King's Promiſes of perſons intended 1n this A, but ſuch, and only 
Indulgence are re- ſuch, as are ſedicions Seftarier, and under pretence 
"096k hzs Decla- of tender conſciences,d) at their Mzetings contrive 
ration of the 26th Inſurretions, or ſow Seditiom among the people ; 
of Decembv.1662, So that both by the Title and Preamble this Act doch 
which ſee more a: pretend at leatt to be made to puniſh ſeditions Setta- 
large. ries, and to ſuppreſs their Meetings, and not to 

puniſh the tiuly conſciencious, nor ſuppreſs the 
- Meetings of thoſ: who meet together nor under ary colour, but real!) 
and truly to worſhip God as he doth require and periwade them in their 
own hearts and coniciences, 

But as if the Title and Preamble were only ſpecious pretences of a 
Law againit feditiovs and diſloyal perſons, to colour over foul inrenti- 
ons in the body of the Act, which ſeems to look a quite contrary way, 
2nd is ſo made uſe of, and runs thus; 

Be it enafled, cc, That if any perſon, ec, ſhall be preſent at any Aſ- 
ſemsbly, Conventicle or Meetrrg, under | colour or pretence | of any Exerciſe 
of Religion | un other manner than ts allowed, &c,} The words | under co- 
tour or preterce\ ſ2em to relate to the Preamble of the Act. Burt then the 
matter of fact, or that which makes the Meeting unlawful, ſo as the 
being preſent at it becomes an offence, ought to have been expreſſed to 
be the plotting or contriving Inſurrections, or thz doing of ſome ation 
or other, that might render the Meeting | a Sedirious Meeting, under the 
colour or pretence of Religious E xerciſe] Which would then have held PIO- 

rtion With the Title and Preamble or Reaſon of the A&; and might 
= been counted a reaſonable Law, as all Laws ought to be : For 
Right Re1ſon, according to the Law of God, is ( or ought to be) the 
ground or foundation of all Law, And that Law that hath not Right 
Reaſon for its foundation, is null and void in itſelf; and will never bz 
of, nor bear any authority over ſober and reaſonable men, nor anſwer 
to the Witneſs of God in the Conſciences of the Tranſgreflo:s, But 
this not being ſuch, nor ſo to be underſtood,as the Judges and Executors 
of the Law do declare, both by word and praftice. It ſeems to be an 
unnatural, unreaſonable and unequal Law, and not at all like what it 
pretends it ſelf tobe, Namely, As Att ro prevent and ſuppreſs | Seditions 
Convemacles| or toprevent the growing and dangerons pratiices of | Seditrous 
Seltaries] 


Sellaries) and other difloyal perſons, +. under pretence of tender Conſcien- 
ces, do at ther Meetings conireve Inſurreftions, orc, 1 ſay, as interpreted 
#nd made uſe of by our reaſonleſs Judges, Juſticzs and Executors of the 
Law, it is ſo far from being what ic preiznds ic ſelf to be, to wit, A 
Law to puniſh the guilty, tuch as pretend to one thing and do another, 
that it's made uſe of to punith the [zx:nt; (to wit) ſich as are reallys 
and do truly what they pretend themſelves to be and Co, that is, are 
truly tender in Conicience, and do meet (not only under preterce of 
Religious Exerciſe, but) really and [ry to worſhip Cod in a peaceable 
quiet manner, (or, to uſe the Kings own words in the afzrementioned 
Declaration) dg hbleſily and without [ anda perf; m their det 61101 1n their 
034 way, 

zut it ſeems that principally waich makzs the Meeting unlawful, is, 
The Exz1ciſe of Religion, being 1 tn other mavuuer thay « allowed by the 
Ly: urgie or prattice of the Church of E zoland, Ec.) 

If uc be ſo that the Religious Exercuie it ſelf is that which the Law is 
made againſt, and that, bzcauſe in the manner of it, it may not be al- 
lowed by the Lyturgy or practice of che Church of Erg/and; then this 
doth make 1t further appear to de an unnatural and unreaſonable Law: 
For, as there is norealun rencred, fo tazre is no reaſon to be rendred, 
for the making of a Law to limit ot zeltrain ail peopie in their Religions 
Exerciſes to the allowance of the Lyturgy or practice of the Church of 
England, For the Lyturgy, tpon which the practice of the Church of 
England in this caſe ſeems to de grounded, hath at molt but the ordering, 
direction ,and preſcription of humane Authority for its eſtabliſhment 3 
But the True Religion, and Religicus Exerciſe, that God accepts, as 
well © the manner as to the matter of it, miſt he performed according 
to the ordering , direction, preſctipticn and all;{tznce of rhe Spirit of 
God ; andcannot (either is there any reaſon why it ſ15:1d)be limited 
to the allowance or preicription of the Lyturgy,or any hvTane practice 
or invention whatſoever, eipecially if it be true : As it was (aid by 
ſome judges and Executioners of this Law, viz,, 7 kt to warſhip God ir: 
Spirit and Trmh, es to warſ7-:p Ged in other manuer than u allowed by the 
Lyturgie or pratlice of the Church of Ezgland, And it it be lo, that the 
Lyturgy and practice of theChurch of E-gland is lo far degenerated from 
the Spirit of Truth, that neither the one nor the other doth ſo much as 
allow of worſhippirg God in Spirit and in Truth, as theſe men izy, O 
how can they blame thoſe that ſeparate from ſuch a Church, as from an 
Harlot or menſiruous Woman, that a man cannot touch but he mult be 
defiled ! : 

If the manner of the Religious Exerciſe be that which makes the 

A 2 Meeting, ; 


(4) 

Meeting lawful or unlawful, then it ſeems the chief force of the A& 
is-in theſe words (viz,) Shall be preſent at any Aſſembly, Conventicle or 
Meeting, under | coloxr or pretence] of any Exerciſe of Religion , in other 
manner than ts allowed, (5c, And then the words | Coloxr or pretence] in 
this place is not to be undetſtood to look back to thoſe mentioned in the 
- Preamble, who under pretence of tender Conſciences do at their Meet- 
ings contrive Inſurrettions,&c, but to look forward to the mannet of the 
Religious Exerciſe, and then the word Colour is improper 1n this place, 
which can no otherwile he underſtood, but to make the pretence cf Re- 
* ligious Exerciſe to be a colour for ſome evil action, intended : but to 
take the word preterce apart from colour, and then it may be underſtood 
to intend no more than that which is beforehand declared or forethewn 
of the intention of the Meeting ; and in this ſence I am willing to un- 
derſtand and make uſe of the word pretence in what follows : And then 
it is clear that the principal offence in the Law is,the Re/1gious Exerciſe 
itſelf, and that in the manner cf it. | 

*'There are ſeveral qualifications which muſt concur to make the per- 
ſons preſent at Meetings, Offendets againſt this Act ; they are as fol- 
loweth. 

1, The Meeting muſt be ander preteuce of ſome Exerciſe of Religion, 

2, That Exerciſe of Religion mult be iz other manzer than ts allowed 
2y the Lyturgy or prathice of the Church of England. 

3. There mult be five perſons preſent, over and above the perſons of the 
Fanuly. ; 

. 4. The petrſcns preſent muſt be of the age of fxteen years or more, and 
Sab;efls of this Realm, 

It ſeems this AR is not againſt all Meetings, but only againſt ſuch 
Meetings «4 are #2ncer pretence of [ome Ex:rciſe of Religion ; neither is it 
224inlt all Meetings under pretence of Exerciſe of Religion, but only 
ſuch as are in private Families, and within the forementioned qualifica- 
[tions : For, 1. if the Meeting be under pret2nce of Religious Exerciſe, 
ye: if the Religious Exerciſe bz in no other manner than is atlowed,&c. 

nis Meeting is not Within the Act, althorgh there be five perſons or 
more preient befides the perſons of the tamily, 

2. If ihe Religious Exerciſe uſed, be in other manner than 1s allow- 
ed ; if there be not five perſons cr more preſent, of the age of fixteen 
vers, and ſubjects of this Realm, this Meeting is not within the ſaid 
Act. 

Quer, Yn. Meetings then are thoſe withia the A ? 

Anſw, Such Meeting: as are within all the qualifications; the prin- 
-ipal of vaich are the tio firft, 4;2,The Meeting being under pretence 

—_ 


of Religious Exerciſe 1» other nv. # allowed, ec, Then 1t (eeins 
the manner of the Religious Exerciſe is the principal qualification that 
makes the Meeting either lawful or unlawful ; and that as it is either 
allowed or diſallowed by the Lyturgy and practice of the Church of 
England: : 

Then the Queſtion 1s, What Exerciſes of Religion, as tothe manner of 
them,are, and what are not allowed by the Lyturgie or prattice of the Church 
of England ? 


An(w, Such Exerciſes of Religion as have przſcript forms or manners . 


for the exerciſe thereof, and no other forms or manners ate allowed of ; 
Such Exerciſes of Religion, if not performed in the ſame form or manner 
a$ 18 preſcribed, are in other manner than is allowed, &c, Bur all tuch 
Exerciſes of Religion as have no preſcript forms nor manners hut the 
practice of the Church of Exglard, is, to leave all perſons to uſe their 
own forms or manners, ſuch Exerciſes of Religion cannot bz performed, 
:1n other manner than 1s allowed, &c, 

Thoſe Exerciſes of Religion uſed io private families which have pre. 
ſcript forms, are Baptiſm, the Viſitation of the Sick,and Adminitiration 
of the Communion (as they call it) to the {ick perſon, and others with 
him, Now if any of theſe Exerciſes of Religion, or any other that have 
preſcript forms, be performed in any other manner than is preſcribed, 
at any Meeting wheze there (hall be five perſons or more pretent, over 
and above the perſons of the family, this Meeting is within the Act 
and the perſons preſent, if within the other qualifications, may be pu- 
niſhed by it, 

Thoſe Exerciſes of Religion that have no preſcript forms, are theſe, 
viz, Preaching, Prayer out of Churches (to called) and Conference or 
the like. There is no preſcript form of Preaching, no preſcriprt form 
of Prayer in private (except as is' before exprelt ) no preſcript form cf 
Conference, but every man is left to uſe his own form or manner 1n all 
theſe Exerciſes of Religion ; So that theſe Exerciſes of Religion can- 
not be performed in other manner than is allowed, &c, And then where. 
ever theſe Exerciſes of Religion, or ſuch like, ate uſed, and'no other, 
that have preſcript forms, though there be five perions or more preſent 
over and above the perſons of the family, yet this Meeting is not withir: 
the ſaid Act. 

If it be the praRtice of the Church cf Eng/and to allow all perſons to 
uſe their own forms or manners in ſuch Exerciſes of Religion to which 


no forms or manners are preſcribed, then I query to all you Judges, . 


Juſtices & Executors of the Law, what Exerciſes of Religion tave bzen 


performed in the Meetings of thoſe peaceable people, in icorn called 
Qrakers, whom you have ſo violently perſecuted under pretznce of the 


: 


 — ee i non 


(Ss) 
Taid AR, that hath been in other manner than is allowed by the Lyturgy 
[or] practice of the Church of Exgland ? I ſay, ſhew us and the Nation 
what they are, and how they have been performed in other manner than 
i$ alloryed, &c. And if you do not (as ſure you cannot ) then will not 
the Nation, as well as we, ſee that you make the Law but a meer pre- 
tence and colour, under which you execute your own Wrath, 2nmity and 
prejudice aginſt the Innocent. And then it is time for you to ceaſe 
your falſe and opprodrious language of Re#{lion, Stubborrreſs and D.- 
ebediexce to the Laws, to thoſe who are made ſubjz& in th-ir ſpirits, not 
only to the Law of God, dur alſo to all juſt and equal Laws of men, and 
ſee your ſelves to be thoſe ſiubtorn, diſobedient and ſtiineckgd perſons, not 
only againlt the Law of God 1n yourſelves and others, but alſo againſt 
the Jultice, Fquity and Truth of the Laws of this Nation; and alto the 
very letter of the Law, under pretence of which you have injured, 
wrong:d and ſpoiled ſo many hundreds, not only in their Liberties and 
Eftates, but very many of their Lives allo, Ohgurely the Lord will yet 
agzin, 8s in dayes paſt, aiiſe and plead the Caulte of the Innocent and 
Oppreſſed, and raiſe up the Spirit of Juſtice and true Judgment in this 
Nation ; and then in that day how will you be able to aniwer or make 
ſatisfaction for the hundredta part of that dammage and ſpoil you have 
made upon the Innocent! - O therefore that you might hear and fear, 
repent and do no more [o, that the Judgment threained you might 
elCap2. : 

But to return, I thall take it for granted, will it be deried, that it is 
tne practice of the Church of Ezg/.d, to allow all perſons to uſe their 
own forms or mannets in ſuch Exercites of Religion as have no forms 
or marn-1s preſcribed : And then I fay, fifty to you in Commitſion for 
the Pezce, or chief Magiltrates of Corporations, that unleſs it doth ap- 
p2ar or. be proved to you, that there are private Mzetings, where there 
15 ſone exerciſe of Religion or other uſed, that have preſcript forms, 
and are uſed in 0:her manner than is preſcribed, it is not lawful for you 
ro find or commir the perſons, preſent at ſuch Mzetines, to Priſon, for 
refuſing to pay Fines wrongfully impoſed on them ; but rather protect 
and detend the peaceable and quiet Meetings of ſuch, who at their 
Meetings uſe no cthe: manner of Exerciſe of Religion bur ſuch as is al- 
lowed by the Lyturgy | or | practice of the Church of England, 

2dly. :You of the Grand Jury, who have ſworn to make your Preſ-nt.. 
ments ſrce-froum fear, favour or reward, and to preſent the truth, the 
whole truth,and vothing but the truth, How can you with good conſcience 
preſent any for being preſent at an Aſſembly, Conventicle or Meeting,un- 
der colour and pretence of Exerciſe of Religion | 1n other manner than is al. 
lowed, Cc.) When nothing of the Religious Exerciſe, or manner of it, 


\ 


. 
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(>) 
hath b2en proved to you ; Andif it hath, then ought you not to expreſs 
the particular Exerciſe cf Religion, with the manner of it, in the Bill 
of Preſentment, that it may appeat to others, as Well as to your ſelves, 
that it was in other manner than is allowed by the Lyturgy or practice 
of the Church of England ? 

3dly. I ſhall ſay ſomehing to you of the Petty Jury, in whom the final 
Judgment in this matter doth reſide : You take this Oath tcllowing , 
viz. Tou ſhall well axd truly try, and true deliverance make,between our Soue- 
raigh Lord the King, and the Priſoners at the Bar ( whom Jou ſhall bave' 
1a charge ) according to your Evidence. So help you God, 

It tezms you are ſole Judges batw2en the King and the Priſoners at 
the Bar, as to the matter of Fact, and this you are to do truly, accordns 
tv your Evidence, Now waen In.lictments come before you upzntae ſaid 
A&, you are warily to conhder the Indictment, which ought to expre's 
the particular Exerciſe of Religion uſed at ſuch Meetings ; but if it run 
only in general terms, as titherto-they have done, that the perſons na+ 

ed were preſent at {uch a timz, in ſuch a place, at an Aſemily, Con- 
wenticle or Meeting, under colour or pretence of Exerciſe of Relig'on | tn 
other manner than ts allowed by the Lyturgie or practice of the Church 
of England. ] You being ſworn to go acc:rding to your Lvidence, VEu 
ought to have clear and ſufhcient Evidence in all the afore-menti- 
oned particular qualiications ; Allo, that theſe very perſons have becn 
twice before convitted of the like offence before two Tuilices of the Peace,or the 
chief Magiſtrate of ſnch Corporation where there is not two Juſtices of the 
Peace, tn due manner, and according to the form of the Statute tn that caſe 
made and provided ; which muſt appear upon Record under their hands 
and ſeals : which Record ought to expreſs the matter of Fa, with all 

lainneſs and clzarneſs ; not in general terms, for that is not ſ{;fhcient, 
bur ought to expreſs the particular Exerciſe of Religion, with th: man- 
ner of it, that it may appear to you, th2 perſons were duly convicted as 
the Law requires, And this you are to conſider, that the matter of fatt, 
which ought to be proved to you, is twofold ; the firlt and principal is, 
That the Exerciſe of Religion uſed at ſuch Meetings was #»: other manrer 
than ts allowed, &c, elſe the ſecond matter of fact, to wit, the being pre- 
ſent at the Meeting, can be no offence : which mult be proved by thew- 
ing, that the Religious Exerciſe uied was ſome Exerciſe of Religion to 
which the Chnrch of England hath preſcribed a particular foim , and 
notwithſtanding was performed in other manner than is preſcrided,elſe 
it cannot be in other manner than ts allowed, cc. as is before expreſied, 

If theſe things cannot be proved, you are perjured men that ſhall give 
in your Verdi, that the Priſoners are guilty tn manner aud form as they 


fland indiFed, when the principal part of the matter of faR is not proved 
uDtg 


. ( 0% 
tzato you. If che Judge ſhall ſay, as he uſeth to do, that having proved 
that the perſons mentioned were at the Meeting, and that the Meeting 
was upon a Religious Account : here is the matcer of fact clearly pro- 
ved, and there needs no more to find the perſons guilty. 

I ſay, and am ready to maintain it, That ſuch Evidence is not ſufhci. 
ent to prove the Indi&ment : For though this is matter of fact, yet it is 
not all th: matter of fac; nay, it's bat the leaſt part : for the principal 
matter of fa& is the Religions Exerciſe, being in other manner than us al- 
lowed, Cc. and if this be not proved, though the other be proved never 

 ſoclear, yet you cannot with good conſcience, according to your Oaths, 

' bring the perſons in guilty in manner and form as they ſtand indicted : 
For conſider, the Inditment doth not only ſay, that the perſons men. 
tioned were preſent in ſuch a place at a Meeting, under colour or pre- 
texce of Exerciſe of Religion, but alſo under colour or pretence of Exer- 
Ciſe of Religion 14 other manner than ts allowed by the Lyturgy or prattice 
of the Church of England : and ſo ſaith the At: But on the contrary, 
ought to acquit or bring in the Priſoner not guulty of the Indittment, leſt 
the Judgement and ſeverity of God (to whom alone in point of Con- 
ſcience you are accountable in this matter) take hold of you, as it hath 
done of ſome, who through fear have, contrary to their Conſciences, 
conſented, with others, to the bringing-in the Innocent gu/ty, in man- 
ner and form as they ſtood indited : Witneſs Thomas Leader his Ac 
knowledgment, in a Paper in print under his own Name, entituled, 
The Wounded- Heart, or the Tury-mans Offence declared, &c. 

What I have written, 1 ſhall commit and commend to the Witneſs of 
Godin-the Conſciences of all concerned, eſpecially you that may ſetve 
of this Jury, that ſo you may ſee your own work more plain and clear 
before you, and bz left without excule. 


Written in the fult month, By Thoma G:bſon, Priſoner 
1665, in Newgate, under the un- 
jult ſencence of Tranſpox- 

tation to Jamaica. 
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